PREFACE
THE purpose of this little book on reading is to provide some
information on what constitutes a scientific approach to^ the
teaching of reading. During the past fifteen years there
has been a considerable amount of well-planned and care-
fully executed research into many problems associated with
learning to read, and it is vital that teachers and parents
Slicruld be acquainted with the proven and pertinent points
arising from this research. Possessed of such information,
teachers and parents can establish adequate standards
regarding the means and materials by which children are
taught to read. Too long have children been handicapped
^by unsuitable reading methods and by unscientific textbooks.
In not a few instances textbooks have been badly printed,
with little attention paid to the development of eye-span
as determined, by size of print and adequate spacing between
words and lines. Choice of illustrations for these same
books has revealed both low educational and low aesthetic
standards on the part of publisher and author. But perhaps
the '.worst feature of some textbooks by which young
childly ;are exgectp4*tlO,, learn, to rsad- is ,lhfc too heavy
vocabulary burden employed. Words are not chosen from
children's vocabularies, and for the less able 50 per cent,
of pupils there are, in the early reading books, far too many
new words per page* Informed parents and qualified
teachers could do much to eliminate reading texts which
show such blemishes as those cited above.
But more important than experimental findings on text-
books is the information now at our disposal concerning
the early stages of reading instruction. Research shows
that it is fatal to " push " young children along in the initial
stages of learning to read, particularly if there have not
been activities to create a functional language background